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Revived Spring Formal proves to be a hit
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writers

Hairspray clogged the halls of Covenant
Hall, and the kitchen of West was overrun
with makeup, laughter and music as freshman
and sophomore girls prepped themselves
for a reiteration of prom. A night of musical
throwbacks and abandoned ties and heels
provided a needed break from the colorless final
days of the semester.
The spring formal event happened many years
ago, but came back this year. Excited for the
chance to take a break from school, students
dressed up and danced all evening. Others
planned on skipping an evening bound to be just
like a high school prom. With a packed building
of food, friends and no deadlines in sight, the
event proved to be more popular than expected.
Within the first hour, vehicles filled the
parking lot at the Agriculture Stewardship
building, and more students arrived on a shuttle.
Chips and queso, ice cream, BBQ meatballs and
punch ran out by the end of the evening. When
students in the packed room didn’t dance, they
took snack breaks and crew pictures by the
decorated backdrops. When it got too warm,
dancers escaped from the intense body heat by

walking out into the cool evening air.
Senior Abbie White and alumnus Eric
Rowe kicked off the event by teaching those
interested how to waltz. The attempt saw many
crushed feet, but the lesson lightened the mood
of awkwardness that fills the beginning of
most dances. As more people arrived, students
shelved the formal dancing for the evening.
Sophomore Demetrius Rowser DJed the night,
kicking off the dance with a few classics and
immediately taking requests. The typical “ChaCha Slide” collided with hits from the Jonas

Dordt deals with animals on
campus
Rochelle VanderHelm & Sarah Widener -- Staff

Writers

Nobody imagines they will be stuck with a
mental illness: depression, anxiety, obsessivecompulsive disorder, phobias—whatever it
is, nobody wants it, and nobody expects it.
Drugs can help, but they can also cause other
complications.
Lydia Sharplin says she suffers from her own
assortment of disorders. Her doctor told her
some time ago there could be an alternative
to drugs to help treat her disorders: getting an
emotional support animal (ESA).
“I have Ru for depression, anxiety, and PTSD,”
Sharplin said. “Since I’ve had him, I have not
had any PTSD attacks,” Ru is Sharplin’s ESA.
He is a full-grown black labrador.
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Sharplin lives in East Campus, and she got
Ru partway through last semester when things
came to a head. Sharplin says she needs Ru for
her own well-being, or Dordt might not be an
option anymore. She thought it would be fine.
So she brought Ru to East Campus in secret.
And it worked, for a day.
Dordt Maintenance staff found out about Ru
when they were working nearby, and now it’s
escalated into much more.
There are measures in place to guarantee
certain rights to people like Sharplin.
Persons with ESAs are protected under the
Federal Housing Act (FHA), which states
that an institution must provide reasonable
accommodation for persons with disabilities.
Under the act, ESAs are legally allowed in all
residences, whether private or public.
Sharplin’s situation is unique: She says she
got her ESA after the semester started, so she
didn’t have time to pre-approve Ru’s residency.
Since the dog is not approved by Dordt officials,
it is considered to simply be a pet. According to
Dordt policy outlined by the Student Handbook,
no pets are allowed in residence except fish if
the tank is 10 gallons or less.
When Dordt administration found out about
Ru’s presence, things got sticky. What followed
was an avalanche of phone calls, emails and
meetings with Student Services to reach some
kind of compromise, but nothing has been
decisively reached.
Dordt requested that
Sharplin either move Ru out, or find alternative
residency.
“Dordt is committed to the physical, spiritual
and emotional well-being of our students,”
said Sarah Moss, Director of Marketing and
Communications at Dordt. “For example, in
recent years, Dordt has allowed a service animal
Continued on page 8
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Brothers, Ariana Grande and even the musical
meme, “Old Town Road.” Even an Ed Sheeran
song for a slow dance made an appearance near
the end of the night.
“At the Spring Formal, it felt like everybody
there was having a good time, and nobody was
worried about sticking out or trying to fit in,”
said sophomore Brooke Altena, who danced the
whole night. “When you go to a club, there’s
usually a lot of people on the edges not dancing,
but here, everyone seemed to join in and have
fun.”

Junior Ally Visser has been working with
Dordt Student Activities Committee since last
fall to plan this event. Originally planned as
a winter formal, but with concerts, sports and
other big Dordt events, the dance moved to
April as a spring formal. The formal isn’t new
for Dordt, but through the years Dordt stopped
hosting the event around four years ago, as
attendance had dropped off. Visser wanted to
bring the dance back for those who’d never had
a chance to participate.
The event brought out more students than
expected.
“I told myself if even five people came, I’d
consider it worth it,” Visser said. After finishing
a choir concert, she walked into the dance
surprised to see how packed it was.
“We weren’t sure how many people to plan
for, so we ran out of stuff quickly,” she said.
“Now we know how to plan for next year.”
Student Activities hopes to make this an
annual event again but has held off on officially
naming it until they decide when the event
will typically be held. Students are encouraged
to submit name suggestions to the Student
Activities Committee Instagram page.

Dordt hires new band
director
Benjamin Boersma -- Staff Writer

On March 28, Dr. MacInnis stepped up to
the director’s stand and welcomed Dr. Onsby
Rose as the candidate for the position of
band conductor. A few weeks later, the music
department welcomed Dr. Rose once again, this
time as the new director of music ensembles.
He will begin teaching this fall.
Rose recently finished his doctoral studies at
Ohio State after serving 11 years in the Marine
Corps as a trombonist and conductor. He
continued playing trombone after his time in
the Marines, but instead of conducting music,
he conducted freight trains.
Music eventually called him back, and he
became the director of a junior high and high
school band in Tennessee.
“I was thrust back into the classroom,” Rose
said. He went on to complete his graduate
studies and began to search for job openings. He
stumbled across Dordt College’s advertisement
for a new band director and began researching.
Dordt’s Christian perspective stood out.
“I have often thought I would love to work
in an environment that I can marry my faith
with my teaching,” Rose said. He sent in an
application, prayed and waited. He applied to
several other schools and waited some more.
“The wheels of academia turn very slowly
most times,” he said. “It’s not unusual to not
hear from anyone for a while.”
Schools began replying to his applications in
March. Dordt invited him to an interview. So
did Longwood University and the University of
Wyoming.
When he arrived at Dordt to conduct the
rehearsal, Dr. MacInnis and a current music
major were there to see how students responded.
“The search committee decided early on that
student feedback was absolutely necessary in

identifying the new Director of Instrumental
Ensembles,” MacInnis said. “I was struck
especially with Dr. Rose’s honesty as we talked,
his character and his Christian testimony.”
After the rehearsal, Rose received a warm
welcome and a job offer. Longwood University
and the University of Wyoming offered Rose
jobs, as well. He talked it over with his family
and prayed.
Then he called Dordt to officially accept the
offer.
“It is truly a dream come true, with being
able to be a college music professor and have
my faith in God and my Christian beliefs as a
centerpiece in my teaching,” Rose said. “I am
very excited to serve as an associate professor
and Director of Instrumental Ensembles.”
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Track completes Drake
relays, heads to GPAC
Championships
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer

The Dordt men’s and women’s track and field
headed to Drake Relays in Des Moines, Iowa,
this past weekend for an intense three-day
competition.
Events began on Thursday with sophomore
Matthew Van Eps competing in the 800 meters.
He went on to place second in the entire event
after winning his heat.
Senior Joscelyn Wind finished 11th in the
women’s heptathlon and is the top NAIA
finisher in the entire event.
With Thursday’s events complete, the
Defenders resumed competition with a total of
eight relays between the women’s and men’s
teams.
The women’s 4x800 relay finished with a
9:31.57, which is just off the NAIA National
Qualification time requirement. The men’s
4x800 relay placed third overall with a time of
7:44.52 and finished a second over their seasonbest time.
The women’s 4x100 relay finished 30th
overall and did not qualify for the finals. The
men’s 4x100 relay was disqualified from the
competition.
The men’s 4x400 relay finished 16th overall
with a time of 3:15.74, a season best and a
qualifying time for NAIA Nationals inclusion.
Both the men’s and women’s sprint medleys
finished 5th and 6th respectively, but these two
events are not run at the NAIA national meet.
The only individual event on Friday for Dordt

was the men’s javelin. Jeff Stellingwerff threw
the javelin 55.6 meters, good enough to qualify
for nationals. His throw is the second-best
throw in Dordt College history, falling six feet
short of the school record set in 1997 by Phil
Steenstra.
After a busy Friday, the Defenders concluded
the event on Saturday with more relays and
individual events.
The men’s distance medley relay ran a time
of 10:22.08 and placed 5th in the Iowa College
Division.
The women’s relay team finished second in the
distance medley relay with a time of 12:25.14.
The women’s 4x200 relay team finished 25th
with a time of 1:47.62. The men’s team finished
15th in the same event with a time of 1:29.2.
The lone individual event for the Defenders
on Saturday came in the men’s discus. Senior
Ike Van Kempen finished 20th with a spin of
157-7 on his final throw.
“I was very proud of our track team’s overall
performance,” relay team member David Temte
said. “The competition level at Drake was
significantly greater than what we faced most
of the season, and we definitely held our own
against the competition at Drake.”
With the Drake Relays, the Defenders will
look to the GPAC Conference Championship
meet next week in Yankton, South Dakota. The
Defenders will look to continue to improve times
as they compete for a conference championship
and NAIA National qualifications.
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Dordt students brew their
own Kombucha
Sam Landstra -- Staff Writer

Vanderhooft boils ten cups of black tea on
the carpet of her first floor dorm, beginning
the process of brewing kombucha. Above her,
Christmas lights strung across a lofted bed cast
a soft yellow light around the room. Used tea
bags hang like ornaments from the bedframe
and posters of wildflowers decorate the walls.
A Minnesota native with Dutch heritage,
Vanderhooft stands at a tall 6’2”. Wavy blonde
hair falls over her shoulders.
After cooling it to room temperature,
Vanderhooft pours the tea into a round, two
quart glass container and adds a cup of sugar to
the dark liquid.
Although it recently gained popularity,
kombucha dates back over 2,000 years. One
legend claims Chinese Emperor Qin Shi
Huangdi of the Qin dynasty created the drink
on a quest to concoct an elixir of immortality.
Others trace the origin of kombucha to Korean
doctor Kombu-ha-chimu-kamu-ki-mu and his
attempts to save Japanese Emperor Inyoko
from deathly illness.
In 2019, kombucha has risen to prominence
as part of a growing trend favoring healthy
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alternatives to beverages such as soda and
energy drinks. Primarily consumed by
teenagers, college students and young adults,
Forbes lists kombucha as the fastest-growing
product in the functional beverage market,
predicting $1.8 billion in sales by 2020.
A completed batch of kombucha sits atop
Vanderhooft’s desk next to an empty coffee
mug. A peach-colored rubbery raft, known as a
scoby, floats inside the ready-to-drink tea. The
alienlike substance is an acronym for Symbiotic
Culture of Bacteria and Yeast.
Vanderhooft retrieves the slippery scoby from
the jar and transfers its dripping contents into her
mixture of tea and sugar along with two cups of
kombucha. The first step of the brewing process
reaches its completion. Vanderhooft tucks the
concoction into a cool, dark corner underneath
her desk. The undisturbed environment allows
the scoby to ferment the kombucha by breaking
down sugars in the drink.
Self-diagnosed with lactose intolerance,
Vanderhooft deals with chronic digestive issues.
Probiotic bacteria released by the scoby during
the fermentation stage aid in relieving this
condition. Since she began brewing kombucha
last October, Vanderhooft noted an increase in
digestive health.
Across campus in Southview 108, junior Alan
Park brews kombucha for its health benefits
as well. A short, Paraguayan exchange student
with thick, black glasses and a talent for
cooking, Park turned to kombucha in an effort
to eliminate butter, fat and sugar from his diet.
Studies also link drinking kombucha with
improved cholesterol, healthy liver function
and decreased risk of cancer.
Ten days later, Vanderhooft releases the
kombucha from its hibernation beneath her
desk.
“Waiting is the worst part,” she said.
A reintroduction to the light reveals a
translucent, tan liquid, much lighter than the
murky brown it began with, and the growth of
a new scoby able to be used for future batches
of kombucha. Extra scobys can be placed in a
scoby hotel- an extra sour brew of sweet tea that
preserves the life of the scoby.
Vanderhooft tests the maturity of the
kombucha by tasting it through a straw.
“It’s not for everyone,” she said. “It’s an
acquired taste.”
The fermentation process gives the kombucha
a vinegary, effervescent taste similar to beer.
Continued on page 8

Editorial: looking back on The Zircon (and The
Diamond)
Garth Van Donselaar -- Chief Editor

I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to call The
Zircon a smash hit. After all the hard work put
into it, I felt great seeing everyone reading it
while eating lunch at the Grille that Thursday.
In fact, I started to get worried we’d run out of
copies in the library, while we normally have
the opposite problem.
The tricky part about writing satire is making
sure the material has bite but isn’t outright
mean. The idea is to make the story believable,
to the point where some people are fooled.
It’s hard to think that people would buy some
of the stories printed in The Zircon, but it’s
happened before. A few years ago, an article
about a wall to be built between Dordt and
Northwestern had Northwestern contacting
Eric Forseth.
They complained that the article misquoted
Northwestern professors and the quotes would
follow the professors for the rest of their lives.
They didn’t realize the whole thing was made
up, and none of the professors existed.
As ludicrous as this seems, history tends to
repeat itself. This Zircon even had people
buying into it. Despite the Comic Sans font,

glitch aesthetic logo, and seemingly obvious
fake headlines, people got got.
The one article that really suckered people is
“Dordt University canceled, Dordt College 2
announced.” My friends told me about a girl at
the commons who was mad about how Dordt
University was no longer going to be a thing. In
her anger, she Snapchats her friends, telling of
her disappointment.
Somewhat understandable, but it gets worse.
People bought the story so much that they
called Dordt’s admissions office to ask if Dordt
University is really canceled. Keep in mind,
The Zircon is not on the internet at that point.
My final nail in the coffin: Rumor is
somebody on the Alumni Council called in as
well. Personally, I find this to unnerving.
Another hiccup that came out of The Zircon
was some censorship. As frustrating as it was to
deal with, I can see where Dordt’s PR is coming
from, especially considering the year they’ve
had.
Two stories had to be cut on the grounds of
being too edgy. I wrote them both, of course.
Another story had its wording altered. Although
I get the rationale, I feel as these stories could
have run. After all, it’s satire. But the power of

kneejerk reactions is powerful.
People are quick to blame groups of a certain
age or political view for bombarding PR’s
phones. But there really isn’t one group to
blame, people as a whole are getting bad at
understanding and appreciating satire.
If an ideology or belief is made fun of, people
interpret that as a personal attack. It’s ridiculous
and sad we’ve come to this point. Despite
claims of thick skin, most can’t take it as well
as they can dish it out.
We live in a free country. I believe there is
no ideology or person that should be exempt
from well-written and tasteful satire. Dordt
has a diverse constituency to appease, and I
understand their interests in doing so. The cost
of this is a smaller box for The Zircon to operate
in, and I fear it will only get smaller with time.
People need to critically think about what they
read. This holds true for all forms of information
and news. We need to hold firm for the sake of
preserving satire, or it will disappear.
Despite my worries, I’m still very happy about
The Zircon’s warm response and the praise it’s
received.
From the bottom of my heart: Thank you.
A year ago, I struck a deal with the
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communication department to take Intro to
Journalism and write for The Diamond for a
semester to substitute for a class I couldn’t take
due to a scheduling conflict. I never would have
guessed that I have wound up in the position
I’m in.
As I prepare to graduate and move on to the
next stage of life, I hope Dordt and the student
body continue to support The Diamond and The
Zircon. There is great up-and-coming talent on
our staff, and they will do a great job continuing
the tradition.
My short tenure as Chief Editor is now coming
to an end; I hope I did good by everyone. With
that:
Hail to the Chief, baby.
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Students present at Ideafest Spring Game signals the end
of football season

Spencer Short -- Staff Writer

Throughout the science building on April 25th,
students became the teachers for a day. Every
year, Dordt hosts Ideafest to allow students to
show off projects they have completed during
the year. Students present on everything from
the arts and agricultural science to linguistics at
the conference.
Many students present projects they’ve
worked on in classes, using Ideafest to help
work out the kinks before the final project is
actually given to a professor. Others create
projects entirely for Ideafest itself, proud to
show the community what they can accomplish.
Group projects also see some presentation
time, mostly from seniors who are presenting
their final presentations in their field. One of
these projects, East Campus Redevelopment,
was presented as a senior engineering project by
Jose Benitez, Jalissa DeHaan, Colton Schreur
and Tara Tilstra.
“Since I came to Dordt, I noticed how East
Campus’s appearance was odd compared to the
rest of campus,” Benitez said. “When it was
time to come up with ideas for Senior Design,
I talked to a couple of classmates… and I
suggested to redesign East Campus.”
The faculty responded well to this proposal,
saying it has a chance to be the actual design
used when the East Campus Apartments are to
be remolded in five to 15 years.
History major John-Mark Stromberg also
presented a senior seminar piece, titled “Over
Here: How World War I Influenced CRC
Assimilation.” Looking at the history of the
Christian Reformed Church, he decided to

specifically focus on how the global crisis
of World War I affected, or didn’t affect, the
course of the church in America.
“Religious history is really interesting for
me,” Stromberg said, “Since I am Reformed
and it’s the anniversary of the Canons, I thought
it would be an interesting topic to talk about…
I got a lot of good feedback from the professor
who will be grading my paper, so that for sure
was helpful.”
Stromberg feels Ideafest is beneficial for his
paper, helping him work out some problems
before giving it again that Saturday at Bethel
University for the Student History Symposium.
He also feels it will help his grade when he
finally turns in the paper.
Sophomore fine arts student Danikka
Jackson gave wide-ranging presentations this
year. Her first paper, “The Influence of Chinese
on the English Language”, showed the lesser
known effects and backgrounds of common
English words that have come from the Far
East.
“I wrote the piece for English 335, and
Professor De Smith said any paper presented
at Ideafest would get an automatic A, so that
definitely helped out a lot,” Jackson said.
Her other pieces, a grouping of plaster
carvings and reliefs, felt very important to her.
“You don’t see a lot of art pieces at Ideafest;
it feels very technical. I think getting more art
involved with the conference would make it a
lot better. Besides my pieces, there was only
one other art project, which was photography.”
Ideafest gladly accepts works from all
majors. It is slated to be held again at a similar
date next year.

Behind the scenes of Dordt’s
transition to university
Joshua Meribole -- Staff Writer

On May 10th, the semester will end. On May
13th, so will Dordt College, as the institution
will take on the mantel of Dordt University. A
lot of summer changes stand between Dordt
and its new title.
The largest challenge? Removing all of the
Dordt College logos around campus. The
facilities department will oversee many of these
changes, such as adding new parking lot signs,
entrance signs and new branding in the athletic
department. Contractors will handle other large
changes like the gym floor in the Dewitt and the
football turf.
“You don’t even realize [the logo]’s there
until you realize what you have to change, and
things start popping up,” Director of Facilities
and Grounds Nathan Van Niejenhuis said.
Van Niejenhuis says there will not be a team
solely dedicated to transforming all the signs
from Dordt College to Dordt University over
the summer. Instead, each summer facilities
team will be in charge of handling each of the
changes in their allocated area of work during
their regular tasks.
Van Niejenhuis isn’t worried about completing

the task in time.
“I got a team that doesn’t know how not
to get the job done,” he said. According to
Van Niejenhuis, the team in charge of mass
rebranding left “no stoned unturned” when it
came to finding all the necessary changes for
Dordt’s transition.
The book store is gradually clearing out their
Dordt College stock to make the switch to Dordt
University. Currently, the store is hosting a 75%
off sale for some “Dordt College” merchandise.
Director of Bookstore Services Lora De
Vries says some Alumni prefer the college
merchandise because they graduated while
Dordt was a College, not a University. In a
move unrelated to the institution’s new name,
the Dordt bookstore will change its name to
“The Campus Store.”
“We feel like we sell a lot more than just
books,” De Vries said.
The Campus Store started selling university
branded items on the Saturday of Defender
Days, after rearranging the store on Friday.
“Our goal is to complete the updates by the
time student arrive on campus for the fall,”
Director of Marketing and Communication
Sarah Moss said.

Connor Van Hulzen -- Staff Writer

After months of lifting, practicing, and
playing games through the spring and fall,
the football team finally reached their Spring
Game. Though they will continue to lift weights
occasionally over the last weeks of school, the
spring football season is essentially over.
“After a long season, it feels good to be
coming close to the end”, freshman linebacker
Matt Menth said. “I really enjoyed the process
though, and I think I got a lot better, along with
the rest of the team. I feel confident that next
season will be another great one.”
The Spring Game’s main purpose is providing
reps for players in a game environment while
also drumming up excitement for the upcoming
season. However, with the additions of pregame activities like tailgating in the parking lot
and a dunk tank, even non-football fans found
something fun for themselves.
While the Spring Game is a football ‘game’,
it doen’t exactly follow the rules of a normal
football game. There aren’t enough players to
split the team equally in two and have the two
teams play each other, so they have the offense
play the defense with a few rule changes.
The points system changes for the game.
Rather than points being awarded for traditional

things like touchdowns and field goals, points
are awarded to the offense for driving down the
field. The defense receives points for stops.
The teams are also put into different potential
game scenarios like short third downs or first
downs from the ten yard-line.
By the end of the Spring Game, the defense
was declared victorious. The defense has not
won the Spring Game for a long time, so this is
a good indicator of what to expect next season
on the defensive side of the ball.
The Spring Game is not the only thing drawing
the focus of the football coaches over the
course of the weekend. The football program
also hosted their annual Junior Day visits. A
major part of the recruiting process, Junior Day
exposes high school juniors to the Dordt campus,
football team, and environment. The goal of the
weekend is to show off the team before the next
season while also getting a chance to contact
potential recruits early into the process. The
hope is they will end up committing to Dordt
because of their experiences.
With the end of the Spring Game and the
beginning of recruiting signals the end of the
2018-2019 football season. The team currently
looks forward to next season and hopes the
team repeats their success again.
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Changing perceptions on
animals and mental health
Rochelle VanderHelm & Sarah Widener -- Staff

Mental illness is a monster, a creature that
sometimes cannot be removed. It can be fed, or
it can be fought. The most common treatment
is drugs. Fight the monster with chemicals
which sometimes bring their own plethora of
side effects.
Sometimes, there’s another option—be it dog,
cat, or rabbit, many turn to Emotional Support
Animals (ESAs), and the results are remarkable.
A study by BMC Psychiatry found ESAs can
facilitate healing in individuals suffering from
mental illness not only through companionship,
but also by providing a safe recipient of
emotional confidence without the risk of
judgement, by offering unconditional attention,
facilitating social interaction with other people
and increasing activity.
“Pets were able to provide unique emotional
support as a result of their ability to respond to
their owners in an intuitive way, especially in

times of crisis and periods of active symptoms,”
BMC Psychiatry said. The study also found
dogs tend to be more effective support animals
than other species, like cats.
This solution removes many of the side effects
of drugs, but it takes on its own difficulties.
One of those difficulties is housing.
There are currently two emotional support
rabbits on campus. One belongs to freshman
Lauren Hoekstra, who was originally told
there was no way for her to have her bunny on
campus. By appealing to the school, however,
she is able to house the hopper in the Science
Building.
“I was so happy and really excited that I could
take her to school with me,” Hoekstra says. “So,
I said, ‘Okay, that’s awesome.’ That’s basically
what got me going, to bring her here.”
Hoekstra had to do her own research, and
sometimes finding the solution isn’t easy. The
protocol for ESAs is not specifically addressed
in the Dordt Student Handbook, which causes
Continued on page 5

The conference also held several question-andanswer sessions between sessions so speakers
could clarify unaddressed topics.
RGM believes the subject of the event is
critical to a Christian’s faith, as many churches
and denominations have lessened the Bible’s
influence compared to man’s opinions on the
subject of science. The group hopes to change
this view and to restore the authority of God’s
word in churches.
“I believe God is demonstrating through recent
scientific discovery that His word is true and
the most reliable and reasonable interpretation
of reality,” Stetler said. “When one looks at the
‘scientific facts’ from a Biblical presupposition,
the interpretation of what we observe today will
give clarity to what took place many years ago,
replacing the confusion of evolution with the

clarity of God’s historical account as so clearly
revealed in the Genesis record.”
This was the first time this event has been
held in Sioux Center, but RGM hopes to make
it an annual event that covers a wide variety of
topics.
“We are already looking at bringing in a
geneticist next year to inform us on recent
discoveries within the genetic make-up of man
that supports the Genesis account,” Stetler said.
This event has been in the planning since
last September, and the ministry is already in
the stages of planning the next conference.
The ministry’s goal with these events is to
use scientific research alongside Biblical
excerpts to help and encourage attendees to
give Biblically sound answers to questions
concerning evolution.

Writers

Creation, not confusion conference ties faith with science
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writer

Saturday morning woke everyone with snow
on the ground, which continued to fall for the
next few hours. Despite the weather, the turnout
for the Creation, not Confusion event brought
locals and travelers to the Terrace View event
center in Sioux Center.
“Well, I prayed for poor enough weather to
get the workers out of the field, but I wasn’t
expecting winter,” said Richard Stetler, CEO of
Reformation Gospel Ministries (RGM).
RGM hosted the conference with the
Sioux Center United Reformed Church and
Grace RPC. Joel Tay spoke at the event.
He serves as a representative of Creation
Ministries International with degrees in
Theology, Evolutionary Biology, Genetics, and
Biotechnology. Tay gave three presentations

covering how a Christian’s view of creation
impacts culture, death and the Fall, including
the fossilization of dinosaurs, plants and other
animals.
“I thought the conference was pretty
scientific, which was a pleasant surprise,”
Dordt biology major Anna Vekony said. “I feel
like a lot of the time in conferences like this, the
speakers just give you facts and just expect you
to believe them, but this guy gave the reasoning
behind his statements, which was helpful.”
After attending a similar conference earlier
in the semester, Vekony was worried she’d
receive another slideshow of what a professor
believed without taking the time to prove the
claims. Tay used Scripture and went back
to the Greek definitions of words to explain
common confusion from the creation account.
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Sioux Center Public Library refuses to check out
Alex Van Den Top -- Staff Writer

Libraries around the United States have
changed. Where books once sat now lie rows
of computers and tablets. Shelves collect dust
as many denizens partake of free Wi-Fi and
printing services. But don’t tell that to the
Sioux Center Public Library: Book checkouts
for them are at an all-time high.
Luxurious granite countertops line an ornate
fireplace, taking center-stage in a light brown
brick building less than 12 years old. Large
windows usher sunlight inside to display
beautiful, bright carpets, interactive toys and
reading areas. The kid’s area has iPads laid
within specialized desks designed so small
children can use the technology with ease.
A specialized coffee bar is unattended. A
sparkling Keurig stands next to various pods of
coffee along the countertop.
A Thursday afternoon finds a couple clusters
of kids herding to the computers, soaking in as
much screen time as they can before their hour
limit comes to an end. Adults line the outskirts
of the library with personal computers in their
laps; some are reading freshly checked-out
books. With about 20 people in the building,
today is a slow day. Another group of children
can be heard romping around and playing
down a far hallway. The joyful noise bounces
throughout the large space.
“You’ll never find a quiet library anymore,”
Judy Dirkse said. Dirkse is a children’s librarian
at the Sioux Center library. Short, white hair
sits atop an experienced face. Soft-spoken, she
expertly maneuvers her way about the large

building while explaining every area, nook,
cranny and renovation pipe dream. She has ten
years of experience as a librarian under her belt.
While most occupants of libraries across
America crash on well-worn chairs for the free
Wi-Fi, Wi-Fi use is down in Sioux Center, and
book checkouts are up.
According to Pew Research, 95% of Americans
think it’s important for libraries, overall, to be
able to give people access to computers and
the internet. Only 80% of Americans believe
it is very important for libraries to provide the
community with books. Sioux Center Public
Library’s yearly checkouts have been increasing
since 2017. Between March of 2018 and March
of 2019, book checkouts jumped from just shy
of 74,000 a year to nearly 85,000. Dirkse may
have a theory to explain this.
“Parents will come into the children’s area
with laundry baskets,” Dirkse explains, “and fill
it with books to take home. Then they’ll come
back two weeks later, bring those books back,
and fill the laundry basket again.”
Dirkse went on to explain the expansive
children’s programs offered by the library,
including a summer reading program designed
to give children rewards based on how much
they read throughout the summer. Last year,
850 kids signed up in a single age group.
Bookshelves are crammed full, and some
offices are cluttered with leftover books
amongst cluttered filing cabinets and tables
filled with literature, robots and other gadgets.
Despite the new carpets, cabinets and polished
granite countertops, the library is running out
of room.

Dreams of renovations are still in the works—
merely concepts at this point. Dirkse can’t wait
to see what lies ahead and is particularly excited
about a potential expansion involving an
educational Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art and Math (STEAM) room for children. The
library could certainly use the breathing room.
Dirkse also noted librarians amongst the
support staff have more than enough work
due to the booming business. There are only a
handful of program directors, according to the
library’s website. One librarian, Ruth Mahaffy,
pulls double duty as the bilingual services
librarian as well as the coordinator for technical
services.

Once a week during the summer, 12 to
14-year-old volunteers from various schools
around Sioux Center spend about an hour and a
half taking care of the grunt work of the summer
reading program so the librarians can focus on
being librarians.
The Sioux Center Public Library pulling in
big city numbers, according to Dirkse. While
it is unclear why Sioux Center deviates from
the library norms across the country, the role of
the library is changing. With large amounts of
support from the city and community, they want
to continue to break the mold.
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Top five Dordt events of the 18-19 school year
Emma Stoltzfus -- Staff Writer

The Diamond polled 32 students from various
majors, grades and dorms on their favorite Dordt
events this past school year. We showed each
student a list of 36 events, most put together
by Dordt Student Activities (DSA), and asked
them to pick the one they most enjoyed and tell
us why. Here are the top five responses:
#5 - SPRING FORMAL
Number five on the list actually tied with
number four. The Spring Formal is a recent
addition to the Dordt events scene and has
evidently left its mark. Taking place on Saturday,
April 27th, Student Activities put on the formal
in the new Agriculture Stewardship Center.
Strands of Christmas lights framed a dance
floor at the event. Behind it, sophomore digital
media student Demetrius Rowser worked as
the DJ. After a quick waltz lesson, the building
pounded with songs like “Old Town Road”,
“Fireflies” and “Low” until nearly midnight.
The dance floor stayed full of students singing
and dancing right up to the end. Along the wall,
tables offered a selection of meatballs, nachos,
ice cream and punch.
“It’s the first dance I’ve been to that actually
played good music,” freshman Noah Deist said,
“but it’s also the first dance that I have been to
that was DJ’ed by a student. Correlation? You
tell me.”
#4 - SLIP N’ SLIDE
Tied for last in the top five, the Slip N’ Slide

takes place early on in the semester. The sun is
still shining, the weather is warm and students
are sliding down a tarp-covered slope behind
the B.J. Haan. Swimsuit-clad students covered
in soap and no small amount of grass and mud
make the round up and down the hill during
the afternoon. Between trips down the slope,
students grabbed cups of shaved ice to stay
cool.
“It is easy to become too engrossed in studies
that we forget to enjoy the outdoors,” junior
David Temte said. “This event gave students an
opportunity to get away from their textbooks,
refresh themselves by sliding in cold water and
soap, and enjoy a snow cone all in the process.”
#3 - AIRBAND
Airband danced and lip-synced its way into
third place. The spring event that took place in
early April this year featured groups of students
performing to everything from a collection of
ABBA to the “Heads, Shoulders, Knees and
Toes” children’s song. A group of male RAs
from East and North even staged a proposal
mid-song, earning first place and cheers from
the crowd. Between acts, the announcers
interviewed each group—asking both serious
and humorous questions about their group and
acts.
“I really loved it because it was a really chill
time, and I got to go with some of my friends to
see others of my friends performing,” freshman
Lauren Hoekstra said.
#2 - CULTURAL FAIR

While not technically put on by Dordt student
activities, the Cultural Fair is a big event on
campus put together by Students Without
Borders. The fair this past year featured an
airport theme, with the emcees sporting flightattendant and pilot-inspired fashion, and
attendees carrying passports to get stamped at
booths for prizes. Attendees milled between
tables laden with food and information from
various countries around the world. Halfway
through, the event featured a talent show and
fashion walk where students showcased fashion
and talents celebrating their homes.
Kim Marques, who ran a booth on Zimbabwe
with her brother, said she liked the Cultural
fair best because it “always reminds me of the
excitement, joy, and diversity that there’s going
to be in heaven when people of all ‘languages,
tribes and tongues’ come together!”
#1 - TALENT EXTRAVAGANZA
Last, but certainly not least: the Talent
Extravaganza (TX). This received the most
votes, and since the B.J. Haan is often packed
for the show, it’s not surprising. Students
swing dancing, performing magic tricks,
singing and playing various instruments
graced the colorfully-lit stage. In between
acts, the announcers put on several audienceparticipation games.
“It was a great time to go with my friends and
see many talents displayed by the Dordt student
body,” sophomore Jordan Bos said. “There
were a variety of acts that showcased different
talents, and it was a great night to have fun with

friends!”
Now the 2018-19 school year is almost over.
Dordt students are sitting in the middle of dead
week, and finals is just on the other side of the
weekend. There are only a few events left in
the year, concluding with a campus block party
on May 9th. Some students will be graduating
this semester, while the rest will be enjoying a
summer of internships, vacations and jobs, both
on and off campus.
The next school year is sure bring its own
spread of events.
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· Feature·
Cows and goats and
tractors: Ag Club takes
over Dordt for a day
Rochelle VanderHelm -- Staff Writer

Maybe you didn’t notice, but last Friday a
sprinkling of Agriculture paraphernalia littered
Dordt’s campus. There were cows, hens,
straw and kittens, not to mention three brandspanking-new pickup trucks.
“Have you seen the bunnies yet?” a freshman
asks on Friday morning.
Students loiter about. Some climb into the
vehicles, enjoying the sweet smell of a spotless
truck. Families come from the community to
admire the animals; a group of school children
gather around a table, staring at a glass case
filled with bees. Ron Rynders holds up
photocards and explains the job of the worker,
and the queen, and the male bees.
“I normally only wear the bee hat,” he says.
The bees only really attack your face most of
the time. Rynders describes how bees are cold
blooded, but the hive still stays warm all winter
long. Soon, the kids move on, moving toward
the animal pens.
Ag Day is one of Rynders’ favorite days of

the year. He taught for many years in the Ag
department before retiring a little while back.
Another group of kids moseys up, and
Rynders begins to tell them about the way the
worker bees collect pollen and nectar.
Freshman ag major Aubrey Keenan stands
in the straw, five sheep standing with her. The
goats in the next pen over scream every time
someone tries to pick them up, but the snowy
little sheep in Keenan’s arms rests quietly.
“Sheep are better than goats,” Keenan said.
When people walk by, she answers questions
and helps them hold the lambs.
“I just like watching the people who come
out here and don’t know any of the animals,”
she said. “It’s great that people can learn about
these things.” A little earlier, someone asked her
if a chocolate milk cow existed.
Ag Day is sponsored by Dordt’s Ag Club.
They put in a lot of preparation to get everything
ready for the event. The day also included a haybucking contest, educational exhibits, tractors
everywhere and a sunny sky to tie it all together.
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SWB changes and search
for new members
Haemi Kim -- Staff Writer

Every Thursday at 5 o’clock, chair members
of the Students Without Borders Club (SWB),
come together at the Grille for their weekly
meeting. While discussing the club’s different
events, including Curry Craze and the Cultural
Fair, members realized they would need to
create and recruit more members for next year,
thanks to the growing amount of responsibility.
The club has decided to add new chair positions
for Advertising and Human Resources. They
also opened a committee position for anyone
interested in helping as an extra set of hands,
especially for the bigger events.
Sophomore Dareen Christabel, Secretary and
a new SWB chair member this year, is excited
to see what the next year has in store.
“We added new positions with the thought
of improving Student Without Borders’
relationship outside of the club,” Christabel
said. “I think it will be beneficial to the
current chair members to experience the
new dynamics.” In the past, the President,
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Graphic
Designer and Event Coordinator, with a Staff
Advisor, ran the SWB club.
Other than the new chair positions, SWB is
also recruiting a new Event Coordinator and
Graphic Designer. The members are sending

out applications through the SWB Club email.
“The application is not only open for
international students,” Christabel said. “In
fact, non-international students have applied to
be a part of the SWB members, as well.”
Junior Sarah Siglin, the current Graphic
Designer, will be SWB’s Vice President next
year.
“I think Students without Borders is a
key club in showing off the diversity of our
campus,” Siglin said. “It’s said that once
someone becomes aware and spends time
among different cultures, they will be less likely
to have prejudices against them. You learn the
‘us versus them’ mentality of the person. In the
grand scheme of things, Sioux Center might
not be that diverse in its population, but we
[SWB] are giving people the chance to make
friendships they probably wouldn’t have had
the courage to make normally.”
SWB will keep these applications open
until next school year so interested incoming
freshmen can have a chance to join.
“I think next year will be more interactive with
the Dordt community and students, especially
since we will be allowing more people to be
active on our team,” Siglin said. “I’m also
excited for the more shared responsibilities
and how that might mean less stress but more
activities for people to enjoy.”

Dordt students attend
undergraduate research
conference
Tess Hemmila -- Staff Writer

Photos by Rochelle VanderHelm

(cont.) animals and
mental health
Continued from page 3
some confusion for those looking to bring
their support animal to college.
The presence of fully trained Medical
Service Dogs in public places has gone largely
undisputed for many years.
“These dogs are trained to carry out specific
tasks to help an individual cope with his/
her disability,” said a study published by the
National Center for Biotechnology Information
(NCBI). “In contrast, an emotional support
animal (ESA) also provides assistance related
to a psychological disability, but is not required
to have any specific training.”
The study concludes the lack of universal
certification requirements and indefinite
terminology, plus the presence of overlapping
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legislation, make it difficult for the public to
determine the role of an assistance animal.
Some say online certifications exist provide
documentation of an ESA without the
organization even seeing the animal. Critics
have accused this as acting as a diploma mill
of sorts for untrained ESAs: You pay. You get
the certificate.
“This confusion paves the way for
misrepresentation of pets as assistance animals
in order to gain illegitimate benefits, thereby
increasing skepticism and scrutiny of legitimate
assistance animals,” the NCBI said.
“I think as a society, we have to figure this out,
and it is the Wild West right now,” said Robert
Taylor, Dean of Students, as he illustrated how
the swift evolution of societal perception has
left a gap between expectation and legislation.
There has been a Service Dog on campus
before. Service Dogs are by law allowed in all
buildings, even the Commons.
“Therapy dogs on campus should not be treated
the same as disability animals because disability
animals go through years of training,” junior
social work major Staci Seaman said. “We must
balance the rights of those that have emotional
support animals with the community’s rights.”
Consider the central air conditioning, she says,
what about those with allergies? Is it not their
right to have safe residency as well?
One of the ways Dordt has catered to such
precautions is by opening space in the Science
Building for small ESAs such as Clover,
Hoekstra’s bunny. Hoekstra started by asking.
Taylor says this is the best way to approve your
ESA at Dordt—starting a conversation.
“That’s what I love about this place,” he said,
“we find creative solutions together.”

In early April, Dordt students Rylie Brown,
Anna Vekony, Elizabeth Rankin, Hakyung
Kim, Lilly Smith, Tess Hemmila and Jazmín
Mendieta Gauto presented their research
findings at the National Conference for
Undergraduate Research (NCUR). The group’s
research covered a broad range of disciplines,
with topics ranging from the ethics of genetic
engineering to Feminism in George Eliot’s
novels to the history of Hungary.
NCUR is a massive conference for academic
presentations at Kennesaw State University.
Located near Atlanta, Kennesaw State
University’s campus overflowed with thousands
of undergraduate presenters. Over 4,200
undergraduate researchers, faculty mentors and
supporters attended during the duration of the
conference, according to Elizabeth Ambos, a
Council for Undergraduate Research executive
officer. The conference lasted three days and
had various presentation types, including poster
presentations, oral presentations, and visual art
displays.
Professor Carl Fictorie acted as a faculty
member for the Dordt group of students
at NCUR. Fictorie has taken groups to the
conference for years and believes the experience
is valuable.
“The students get a chance to speak in front
of their peers,” Fictorie said. “Peers who come
from a diverse array of educational, cultural and
religious backgrounds.”
Mixed in with the many presentations from
undergraduates were plenary speeches from
several respected leaders in scientific and
medical research. One notable plenary speaker
was Dr. Alistair Dove, a marine biologist who
presented his extensive research on whale
sharks. Many of the group members counted
Dr. Dove’s presentation as a highlight of their
NCUR experience.
“I liked that he made it interesting and
relatable to everyone, even if you weren’t a
biology major,” sophomore Rylie Brown said.
“He made me passionate about whale sharks
because he was so passionate.”
During NCUR, students could also engage
in various presentations from Kennesaw State
faculty members on topics like women in sports,
the civil rights movement and homelessness.

Aside from the academic presentations, NCUR
also offered fun activities like an Atlanta Braves
game, photo booths, a free art museum and a
silent disco.
All of the Dordt students who presented
at NCUR this year are active members of the
Kuyper Scholars Program (KSP) on campus,
and many presented papers they wrote as a part
of their KSP studies. In fact, most of the group
readily attributes their acceptance into NCUR
to Dr. Mary Dengler, one of the co-leaders of
the KSP program.
“NCUR wasn’t even on my radar,”
sophomore Anna Vekony said. “Until Professor
Dengler sent me an email one afternoon that
said ‘Anna, submit a paper,’ so, of course, I
did.”
Junior Jazmín Mendieta echoed Vekony’s
sentiment and said she was surprised but
honored when Professor Dengler advised her to
apply.
“I was like, ‘Yes ma’am,’ because Dr.
Mary Dengler told me to submit something,”
Mendieta said. “I fifteen out of ten would
recommend it to other students; I’m so glad I
submitted a paper.”
Mendieta, too, felt the conference benefitted
her as a student. She believes the conference
challenged her, and seeing students from across
the country is a valuable experience.
“Here at Dordt, we’re kind of isolated, both
demographically and academically,” Mendieta
said. “So it was great seeing people from other
schools, and I mean people that are better than
us in academics.”
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Review: DC movies take a turn for the better in SHAZAM!
Zachary Dirksen -- Guest Writer

Contributed Photo
I’ve had a hit-or-miss relationship to DC
Comics-based movies in the past. Don’t get me
wrong: I loved The Dark Knight Trilogy. It’s
unmatched in its production and approach to its
source material. Then Man of Steel and Batman
v. Superman: Dawn of Justice came along.
Aside from fundamentally misinterpreting
the characters, both films’ grim aesthetic and

grimmer worldview did nothing to convince me
these movies could work.
The sheer chaos of Suicide Squad did nothing
to quell the fears that these movies would never
get to the same mainstream popularity and
acclaim Marvel had. Then, the bright spot of
Wonder Woman was only to be snuffed out by
the disappointing Justice League. By the time
the CGI-laden Aquaman was released, I was too
annoyed with DC films to really care. Then, I
gave Shazam! a watch.
Shazam! tells the story of Billy Batson, a
runaway foster kid searching for his estranged
mother. Billy’s quest to reconnect with his
missing mom has hit a standstill, and, when
caught by the state, he reluctantly agrees to
live in a foster group home until he’s 18. The
group home, populated by a diverse cast of
characters in situations similar to Billy’s own, is
a welcoming and warm environment for Billy,
but he’s not in the right mind to appreciate it. He
can’t find his mom, and thus has no purpose.
Soon after, when Billy’s foster brother and
superhero geek Freddy is bullied at school,
Billy decides to give this family thing a try.
Billy distracts the bullies, leading them on a
cross-neighborhood chase. Billy loses them in a
subway station, boarding a departing train in the
nick of time. Then, something weird happens.
The crowded subway car is suddenly empty.
The train begins to move faster. Then, before he
knows it, Billy’s stepping off the train and into
a cave, where an ancient wizard gives him the
powers and attributes of mythological beings

Hallelujah!
Dordt
Handel’s Messiah
Harrison Burns -- Staff Writer

On Saturday, April 27th, a crowd filled the
B.J. Haan Auditorium with hushed, excited
whispers anticipating the evening’s events. At
7:30, the musicians took the stage, with the
four soloists and conductor receiving applause
at their entrance. When the conductor stood
in front of the orchestra, every sound in the
room evaporated. The silence encapsulated
the audience’s anticipation for one of the most
influential and well known works of music in
history: Handel’s Messiah.
“I was a little bit nervous at first. Obviously,
Handel’s Messiah is one of those pieces that is
very professional; it’s hard to do,” Dordt junior
and bass Michael Vander Wal said, “but that
was followed by excitement because I love it,
I love that music a lot and I love seeing it and
being a part of it.”
Messiah has become embedded into Western
culture since its inception in 1741, when
Handel wrote his masterpiece in the span of a
mere 21 days. It recounts the biblical accounts
of Jesus’ story, beginning with his humble
birth and journeying to his unjust death,
glorious resurrection and promise of life for
all who believe. Today, the piece is instantly
recognizable thanks to churches, choirs, movies,
commercials and inspirations that frequently
reference or perform the piece’s iconic tunes,
especially the Hallelujah chorus.
The oratorio proved to be a massive
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whenever he says the magic word: SHAZAM!
As Billy says it, a bolt of lightning strikes
him, and we see before us a Billy transformed.
He’s a grown man now—or at least he looks
like one. This new Billy has the Wisdom of
Solomon, the Strength of Hercules, The Bravery
of Achilles, the Power of Zeus, the Stamina of
Atlas and the Speed of Mercury (S.H.A.Z.A.M.
Get it?).
Billy’s basically a magic version of Superman
now, and he’s elated. Admittedly, Billy’s not all
that interested in doing good with these powers.
Sure, he’ll stop a robbery or save a bus full of
passengers now and then, but he’s really only in
this for the fame and fortune. That is, until an
evil scientist and the demonic manifestations of
the seven deadly sins see Billy’s power. They
want it for themselves, and they’re willing to
threaten Billy’s new family to get it.
Shazam!, sort of like it’s main character, is
a kids’ movie trapped in a superhero movie.
As performances go, the two that stand out
the most are Zachary Levi as Shazam, (Billy’s
superhero form) and Jack Dylan Grazer
(Freddy). Levi brings a real, childlike energy
to the role. Some may know him as lovable
nerd/bungling spy Chuck Bartowski from TV’s
Chuck, or as the voice of swashbuckling thief
Flynn Rider in Tangled, brings a real, childlike
energy to the role. Through his performance,
you instantly buy that this is a 14-year-old
trapped in a 30-something superhero’s body.
His chemistry with Freddy is also impressive,
as the two verbally spar and joke with such a

natural rhythm and wit you’d think they were
best friends in real life. (According to on-set
videos and promotional interviews, it seems
they are.)
One more stand out is Mark Strong as Dr.
Sivana, the film’s villain. Strong’s been playing
villains and supporting characters in popcorn
movies for years, but Shazam! really gives
him time to shine. In the character of Sivana,
we see his envy and resentment that someone
as seemingly unworthy as Billy has these
incredible powers.
While Shazam!’s overall messages of “with
great power comes great responsibility” and
the importance of family may seem stale and
played-out at this point, Shazam! offers a fresh
new take that not only breathes new life into
DC’s floundering cinematic universe, but also
steers the superhero genre into a more fun,
simple direction. The motivations are personal,
not universe-spanning like much of Marvel’s
fare. Shazam! does what other DC movies,
aside from Wonder Woman, fail to do. It gives
its characters room to grow, to change and to
learn.
Overall, Shazam! is an enjoyable, simple,
superhero ride. It’s the kind of movie you can
watch on a Saturday afternoon if you’ve got
nothing going on or as a movie night with
friends. It’s got re-watch potential, with a
goofy premise and surprisingly deep characters
that draw you into a story you can care about,
without the universe-shattering stakes of
something like Avengers: Endgame.

hosts Dordt students resurrect “The
Canon”

undertaking and resulted in an equally massive
force of musicians to take on the challenge.
A combination of Dordt’s Concert Choir, the
Northwestern College Heritage Singers, the
Sioux County Oratorio and four invited soloists
performed the work. Altogether, the stage
held over 125 chorus members, 30 orchestra
members, four soloists and one conductor.
“It was cool to have people around you
who had experienced it more than just once,”
Vander Wal said, “that mix of people who
are near professionals at this and people who
are borderline amateurs at performing the
Messiah.” According to Vander Wal, one man
from the Sioux County Oratorio had all the
choruses completely memorized because he had
performed the Messiah so many times through
his life.
Senior soprano Jalyn Vander Wal had
performed the Messiah before and was excited
for the opportunity to participate again.
“I love the story and I love how Handel paints
pictures with his words” Jalyn said.
Dr. Thomas Holm directed The Messiah. He
serves as the chair of the Northwestern music
department and director of the Sioux County
Oratorio. In the program notes, Holm wrote,
“[Handel] was first and foremost a dramatist,
with the keen ability to portray literary aspects
of the text by musical means.”
Jalyn noticed this clever storytelling device
in the chorus “All we like sheep have gone
astray.” The notes on the word “astray” literally
scatter in a moment of chaotic discord, just like
the wandering sheep.
These rich moments of dramatic
interpretation filled the concert, from the slow,
bleak tones during “He was despised” to the
triumphant climax of the finale, “Worthy is
the lamb.” The combined choirs preformed
selection from all three parts of Handel’s work,
allowing for the complete dramatic narrative to
be heard.
“I loved seeing the context of the Hallelujah
chorus,” said Junior Aidan Bender, who had
never heard the full Messiah before. “Because
we all kind of know that [chorus], but getting to
see it in its context was really interesting.”
After months of practice and organizing, the
Messiah was a success. The extended applause
and standing ovation brought Dr. Holm and the
soloists back on stage for a second bow.

Danielle Schultz -- Staff Writer

Sophomore Enoch Kim wanted to find a
platform for publishing, which would be a
serious challenge considering Dordt’s lack
of student publications. It didn’t seem likely
to happen. Then he got an email from Erika
Buiter. The sophomore English major had a
good suggestion: Why don’t you resurrect “The
Canon?”
Immediately after classes the next day, Kim
made his way to the English department. He
proposed the idea to Dr. Mary Dengler and
Professor Howard Schaap, who handed him the
last publication of Dordt’s student-run literary
magazine.
A month and a half and approximately 50
hours of hard work later, “The Canon” sits on
tables in the library, drawing eyes with its bright
yellow and black cover design. Dedicated to Dr.
Dengler, an English professor retiring at the
end of the semester, “The Canon” features ten
contributors and contains a mix of prose, poetry
and visual art.
Kim’s short story, “The Boy with the Monkey
Mask,” completes “The Canon” as the last prose
piece. According to him, it is about looking
past one another’s individual differences to see
similarities, addressing both stereotypes and
racism in society.
Unlike previous issues of “The Canon,” this
one has a single theme running throughout all
the works: transitions. Although this theme is
partially due to Dordt’s transition from college
to university this May, it also plays into a larger
vision.
According to Kim, the next three issues of
“The Canon” he plans to publish will each have
a theme that “explodes from that transition.” He
also hinted the cover designs of all four issues
will eventually fit together to display a singular
picture.
Although this mystery picture is a cause
for curiosity, many English students like
junior Kendra Nydam are just excited for the
opportunity to get published on campus again.
Nydam submitted one poem and one prose
piece to “The Canon,” noting her prose piece
“The Steeple’s Shadow” is inspired by actual
events in her life which challenged her faith.
“It just kind of revealed to me how even in
Christian circles, nobody is perfect, and how the

darkness can still affect us even within [them],”
Nydam said.
Dordt’s English department itself is also
excited about the resurrection of “The
Canon.” Professor Schaap would love to see
it established as a “constant arts presence on
campus,” but because it only gets published
when students take initiative, there needs to be
a group of students dedicated to publishing it
every semester.
For Kim, “The Canon” would not have been
successful without chief editors Anna Jordan
and Erika Buiter, layout designer Retasya
Badudu and publisher Jazmin Mendieta Guato.
“The arts are in some ways our truest
expressions of ourselves,” Schaap said.
“To have a place where people can express
things imaginatively…opens the space of the
campus for wider conversations and wider
understandings of the world.”
To have these deeper conversations about
life, students must be able to read works from
different perspectives—not just those from
English majors.
“Just because you’re not an English major
doesn’t mean that you can’t get published
somewhere—that your work isn’t any good,”
Nydam said. “I convinced one of my friends
who’s an ag major to submit something to ‘The
Canon,’ and it got published. He had a really
good story.”
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Review: Avengers: Endgame delivers
Zach Steensma -- Staff Writer

For the last 11 years, The Marvel Cinematic
Universe has dominated the box office as the
highest-grossing film franchise of all time--by
a wide margin. Sitting on a worldwide gross of
over $19 billion, the MCU holds a ten billion
dollar lead over Star Wars, the next highest
grossing film series.
22 movies later, the series has delivered the
culmination of its ambitious efforts. The result
is both an epic feat of long form storytelling, as
well as a perfectly manufactured monument to
consumerism.
Trying to review this movie is difficult, largely
because it is nearly impossible to judge on its
own merit. It is a sequel crossover standing atop
a decade of previous films, all leading up to this
one. It does not lend itself well to criticism
because, like its predecessors, it is immune
to the constraints of stand-alone stories. But
unlike its predecessors, Endgame truly feels
like an ending, temporary though it may be.
The heavily serialized structure of the MCU
demonstrates the current state of film perhaps
better than any other series. In recent years,
television shows have become more filmlike in terms of quality and popularity, while
movies have taken a more long form approach,
becoming more episodic than stand-alone. They
also put more weight upon connections and
callbacks to each other in order to build shared
universes and, if possible, create a spectacle
worthy of the attention of a theater audience in
the age of streaming.
In this sense, Avengers: Endgame is the most
expensive episode of television ever. For many
fans, it is a finale of finales. Don’t fret, though,

because there will be plenty more Marvel on the
way, including a new Spider-Man installment
this summer.
Avengers: Endgame represents the bookend
to a historical and formative time for the film
industry. When Iron Man, the first of MCU films,
came out back in 2008, the superhero genre
was alive and well. Marvel’s own X-Men and
Spider-Man franchises were notable successes,
and Warner Bros’ DC Comics was about to
release The Dark Knight, having already made
progress with Superman and Batman movies in
the past.
What nobody could’ve predicted, however, is
how Iron Man would be different and would soon
make comic book movies the most successful
genre on the market. In just a few short years,
Marvel has managed to dominate the entire
industry, overshadowing its competitors and
smashing box office records left and right and
producing multiple movies featuring different
superheroes every single year, nearly all of
them seeing substantial commercial and critical
success, and, more notably, maintaining a fairly
consistent level of quality.
But the truly defining characteristic of Marvel
movies is none of them are the last one. All of
them are connected by the promise of future
crossovers and the realization of every comic
book nerd’s dream of seeing their favorite
heroes fight alongside one another. In doing so,
they’ve developed a formula every other major
studio has tried to replicate. It’s a promise of
payoff, and the fans are the investors.
Payoff is exactly what Marvel fans will receive
with Avengers: Endgame. A fun, satisfying, and
epic culmination of its own efforts.
The movie picks up where last year’s

Avengers: Infinity War left off: Thanos (Josh
Brolin) has just wiped out half of the population
of the entire universe using the power of the
six infinity stones, magical rocks which, when
yielded, grant the ability to alter the very nature
of existence.
The story follows the remaining heroes, led by
Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.), Captain America
(Chris Evans), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), Black
Widow (Scarlett Johansson) and Hulk (Mark
Ruffalo), who have survived the purge and are
now ready to take on Thanos and—hopefully—
reverse his actions.
Like its predecessor, the movie struggles
with pacing and the daunting task of juggling
multiple storylines and an insanely big
ensemble cast. The beginning feels incredibly
rushed, with almost no time wasted on catching
up with the story. Marvel knows their target
audience, and they aren’t going to slow down
for newcomers. But occasionally, the story
actually does manage to slow down. With
half of the Avengers snapped out of existence,
there’s actually some opportunities to dwell on
character arcs.
From there, the plot turns into what can only
described as a sort of “greatest hits” clip-show
that builds on previous plot points right up to an
epic final battle.
There’s a few standout jokes and twists along
the way, some of them landing better than
others, and as with many superhero tales, there
are a few plot holes and plenty of fake science.
Nevertheless, Endgame presents fans with a
rewarding “conclusion” for their many years of
invested time (and money).
Critics will praise the scope and execution of
the story, or perhaps lament its saturation and
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domination of the market. Fans of the series
will experience the ultimate climax of their
anticipation. Outsiders will once again wonder
what the big deal is, and maybe consider
partaking in this pop culture phenomenon for
themselves.
But one thing is abundantly clear: These
movies are here to stay, and Marvel is not going
to let up anytime soon. They have engineered
a blockbuster machine and will keep adding to
it until all of us are dead. Future installments
are, in a word, inevitable. Dread it, run from it,
destiny still arrives.
Avengers: Endgame delivers exactly what
fans want, and exactly what viewers have come
to expect: a perfectly-catered comic book movie
built around the franchise’s signature formula—
quippy dialogue, an abundance of visual effects,
fan service, Easter eggs and a promising future.

Lumedia Musicworks performs on campus
Yee Lim Shin -- Staff Writer

The lights dimmed as five performers from
Lumedia Musicworks came onto the stage. As
the applause died down, the performers raised

their instruments and started the night with
a cheerful song called “Welcome, Welcome
Ev’ry Guest.”
“I liked how they welcomed us in with a
song about being welcome and that they were
grateful that we were there,” freshman Lauren
Hoekstra said.
The event took place Friday, April 26, in the
B.J. Haan Auditorium.
Lumedia Musicworks is a non-profit group
from Texas, who spends about half of their time
producing storytelling videos to accompany
their music, in addition to performing live.
The group used six different instruments
during the performance and featured two
soprano singers: Julianna Emanski and Eliza
Polly Smith. Stephanie Raby played the violin,

vielle, and viola de gamba. Christopher Phillpot
played the cello and gamba. Molly Hammond
played the harpsichord and electric keyboard on
an organ setting.
Along with their live performance, the
Lumedia Musicworks staff also presented two
music videos showing how their organization
combines music from the early ages with the
modern era of media and live performances.
Most of the night’s pieces were composed
between the early 1300s and the mid-1700s.
To match the mood of the pieces they played,
the instruments the performers used aren’t
commonly seen in the 21st century, but
would have felt right at home in the 18th
century, adding an overall unique sound to the
performance.

Photos by DJ Runia
The performers also held one voice masterclass
and two presentations on the harpsichord and
baroque string instruments for Dordt students.

Cinema: a year in review
Zach Steensma -- Staff Writer

I joined The Diamond to review movies.
Don’t get me wrong—that’s not the
reason I stayed. I quickly discovered a love
for journalism, and writing news stories and
feature articles, both for The Diamond and for
journalism class, has provided me with a more
valuable learning experience than I could have
ever imagined.
But—shameless plug aside—at the end of
the day, I’m just a guy who likes movies and
happens to know a thing or two about writing.
Maybe I like movies a little too much.
Maybe, in our current information age where
everyone has access to millions of films and
platforms to share their opinions on, nobody
should even write movie reviews. Culture
moves so fast that movies are released, memed
on and forgotten within days. Maybe a thumbs
up, a star rating system, or a critic and audience
aggregator score is enough.
But I firmly believe in the power of telling
stories, and movies are one of the most
accessible formats of doing so. I think that a
favorite movie or recommendation can tell you
a lot about a person. And seeking to understand

what makes a movie so enjoyable, or hateable, or divisive, is, ultimately, an exercise in
empathy. It’s like getting to know a person,
understanding our neighbor and the shared
experiences that make us human. Anyway,
that’s enough philosophy from me.
One of the drawbacks of The Diamond is that
we only publish once every two weeks, and
never publish during school breaks. This means
that, over the course of the year, a lot of movies
don’t get the treatment (or resentment) that they
might deserve.
So that’s why I decided to come up with a
list of what I believe to be some of the most
notable films of the past year that never got their
own Diamond review. That means I’ve left out
some excellent titles, only because they already
received their own review. I’ve given a little
mini-review to each of them.
So if you’re looking for something to watch,
look no further. Because here’s the thing about
opinions: None of them matter except for mine.
5. Avengers: Infinity War
The Russo brothers return to the Marvel
Cinematic Universe to deliver the prelude to
Avengers: Endgame. It’s a big, fun, giant, epic,
cosmic mess. But it’s an admirable one. And the

sheer number of memes this movie spawned
is unprecedented. Even if you’re like me and
you don’t really consider yourself a fan, this
spectacle is worth checking out just for the
novelty of it.
4. Spider-Man: Into the Spiderverse
While Sony Pictures has licensed the live
action version of Marvel’s most iconic hero
into Disney’s Marvel Cinematic Universe,
the character has never received a big screen
animated treatment: until now. Spider-Man:
Into The Spiderverse not only tells a fun,
engaging story about one of the most symbolic
heroes in American pop culture, it also does so
with some of the most entertaining and eyepopping animation ever.
3. Won’t You Be My Neighbor
One of my fondest college memories was
watching episodes of Mr. Rogers to help me destress and focus on studying. Won’t You Be My
Neighbor is a documentary exploring the life of
Fred Rogers, one of the most influential figures
in the history television. Equal parts sad, sweet
and wholesome, Won’t You Be My Neighbor is
one of the best documentaries in recent years.
2. Mission Impossible: Fallout
It seems like every time a new Mission:

Impossible movie comes out, everyone gets
really excited about how awesome it is and
then immediately forgets about it until the next
one comes out. But clearly nobody told that to
Tom Cruise or Paramount Pictures, because the
latest installment in the action adventure series
provides some of the most impressive stunt
work in the history of film.
1. Mary Poppins Returns
In an era of Disney live action and CGI
remakes, it’s refreshing to see them take time
out of their busy schedule to return to the simple
fun of a movie musical. This long-delayed
sequel to Walt Disney’s critically acclaimed
Mary Poppins (1964) tries to replicate that
sense of wonder, imagination, and fun. And it
actually succeeds.
Starring Emily Blunt and Lin-Manuel Miranda
(of Hamilton fame), Mary Poppins is an
unrelenting assault of giddy fun and bittersweet
tears. Blunt’s performance as the titular iconic
character is almost too good to be true, and
Marc Shaiman’s original score is a wonder to
behold. Featuring impressive choreography, a
delightful traditional animation sequence, and
a cameo by a certain someone, if you have a
soul, Mary Poppins Returns will put a smile on
your face.
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(cont.) animals on campus
Continued from page 1
trained for a specific task to live on campus.”
Such service dogs are highly trained to behave
appropriately indoors and out.
There have been reports that Ru has disturbed
some of the students in the apartment. The
animal has reportedly attended to the call of
nature in the apartment, barked excessively and
loudly and damaged some personal property
such as school projects. Complaints have been
filed that the dog has jumped on people.
“They gave me a letter saying that he had to go
because he was urinating and defecating on the
floor, which he only did twice in the first week
we got him,” Sharplin said. “That’s normal for
adjustment issues… and it wasn’t on the carpet;
it was easy to clean up.”
Another concern is the extreme allergies that

some may experience. Students and staff alike
express their concern for those who could be
severely allergic.
Instead of moving out, Sharplin found a
temporary foster family for Ru over finals week
and brought him home over winter break. This
spring semester, she returned with Ru to East
Campus.
Sharplin’s biggest enemy is timing. Ru
previously belonged to a woman from Sioux
City, and Sharplin claimed there was no time to
make other arrangements for her ESA.
As of now, it is unclear if the conflict is
resolved.
The Dordt administration plans to develop
a comprehensive ESA policy prior to the
beginning of the fall 2019 semester.

Theatre department
staged readings
Bonestroo -- Staff Writer, with
contributions from Janelle Cammenga -- Chief
Editor
Alicia

On April 24 and 25, the Theatre Department
hosted their last performances of the year with
staged readings in SB1606. Last semester’s
playwriting class, taught by Teresa Ter Haar,
wrote all of the one-act plays.
Junior Adam DeKleine acted in Left, a oneact play written by junior Kaitlyn Baljeu and
directed by senior Jalyn Vander Wal.
“It was really accessible, especially since
I haven’t acted since my 8th grade play,”
DeKleine said. “I found it was really easy to get
into. It was a staged reading and not an actual
play, so that helped a lot.”
Left followed a school-aged kid as he solved
the case of some mysterious deaths that occurred
back in the mid-1900s.
“The part where I got really angry at the
character Cami was really fun to do because I
got to yell,” De Kleine said.
The One Acts covered genres from dark ghost
stories, horror and dramas all the way to kneeslapping comedies. Actors performed the works
with only stools, chairs and cubes for a set, only
a few small props and little to no costuming.
Actors performed with scripts in hand.
Plays included Zach Dirkson’s The Disciple,
Katie Fictorie’s drama Actually Autistic and
Becca Mulder’s Learning to Run, among others.
“I loved seeing the creativity from our
students and seeing the professional work

hosts

they can put together. It was very entertaining
and I thoroughly enjoyed them,” junior Sarina
Johnston said.
Like many other audience members, Johnston
is involved in the theatre department and came
to show support for her peers.
At times the audience would become quiet,
contemplating what happened in the play;
sometimes they would emit “oohs” and “ahhs”
when more of the stories were revealed. Other
times, they would be in tears from crying
of laughter. Junior Harrison Burn’s comedy
Bankrupt had the audience doubled over in
laughter as they followed the tale of a man who
ended up in middle of a bank heist he planned
while being drunk.
Groups performed four plays on each of the
two nights, inviting the audience to stay and
give feedback to the budding playwrights and
directors after the performances.
“They’ve certainly come a long way,” said
Ter Haar in her introduction at the beginning of
the nights. “Hopefully, they continue forward
with these pieces after tonight.”

(cont.) Dordt students brew
their own Kombucha
Continued from page 2
“Your mouthwash has more alcohol in it,”
said Vanderhooft, sensing the need to assure
apprehensive individuals.
While many opt to drink the kombucha at this
stage, Vanderhooft chooses to add fruit to her
creation. Carefully, so as not to spill, she pours
the kombucha into a slender, glass bottle with
freshly cut pieces of mango inside.
After three days, the sweet, tangy taste of
mangoes permeates the fizzy drink. Vanderhooft
places the completed bottle of kombucha inside
her minifridge in preparation to share the drink
with friends.
“It’s like raising a child,” she said. “It’s a lot
of fun putting work and care into this thing and
then being able to reap the benefits of it.”
Vanderhooft and Park initially connected over
kombucha and have since become great friends,
sharing brewing tips and stories with each
other. Their hobby is gaining popularity around
campus as well. Curious stomachs keep batches
of Vanderhooft’s kombucha from falling flat in
her minifridge.
“I get to share it with people who really like
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Golf concludes season at
GPAC Championships
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
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it,” Vanderhooft said. “I always just love seeing
the joy that they have when they have it.”

Dordt men’s and women’s golf teams both
competed in the GPAC Championships this
past weekend to conclude the 2018-2019 golf
season.
The Dordt women headed to the York Country
Club in York, Nebraska for the GPAC finals.
The four-day event concluded on Saturday
where the team shot a 408, which followed a
259 in the first round, a 373 in the second round
and a 384 in the third round.
The team finished behind Midland in the
final rankings to come in 11th. Alyssa Fedders
and Molly Banks are the only two golfers who
competed in all four rounds.
Fedders finished with best score on the team
with 350 after four days, which began with an
84 on Wednesday. This comes on the heels of
her record-setting performance at the Dordt
Invitational where she shot a one-day low of 77
and a two-day low of 153.
The Defender men’s golf team finished 7th
in the GPAC Championships, eight strokes
behind Briar Cliff. The final round of the event
was played at Dakota Dunes in Dakota Dunes,
South Dakota.
Morningside won the title with a final score
of 1163, which bested Northwestern’s score of
1179.
Northwestern’s Caleb Badura won the
individual championship with a final score of
282 over the course of the two-day event. He
finished two strokes under par and finished the
tournament with a five-stroke lead.
Will Mulder posted the best individual score
for the Defenders and finished 16th overall after
shooting a 303 over the two days after ending
the final day of play with a score of 74.
Ryan Feauto finished tied for 22nd after

shooting a 309 overall and posting a 74 to start
the tournament.
“I didn’t feel like I played all that well,”
Feauto said. “I regressed from the fall rounds
and fell apart down the stretch on both days.”
Kyle Colyn finished 25th and Brandon Vande
Griend finished 35th with a score of 327.
“We showed great character throughout our
performance,” Colyn said. “I think that says
a lot about our school and why we play the
game.”
With the conclusion of the season, both the
men’s and women’s teams will take the summer
to improve as they prepare for next season.
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